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PROVISIONS OF PROPOSED SALES TAX 


Canned foods, except canned milk, would be subject to a 
manufacturers excise tax of 214 per cent under the provisions of 
the revenue bill introduced in the House on March 7 by Acting 
Chairman Crisp of the Ways and Means Committee. The tax 
would become effective 30 days after enactment of the law. 

General debate on the bill was begun in the House on March 
10. Representative Crisp, who is in charge of the bill, stated 
that while he would press for prompt action, there would be full 
opportunity for debate, and for the offering of amendments. 

The first day’s general debate developed opposition among 
members of both parties to the use of the excise tax as a revenue 
measure, and several speakers emphasized particularly the unde- 
sirability of an excise tax on foods. Owing to the many different 
tax proposals embodied in the bill, in addition to the manufac- 
turers’ excise tax, it appears likely that debate on the measure 
will be carried over into next week. 

The manufacturers’ excise section of the bill provides in 
general for (1) the licensing of manufacturers doing an annual 
business of more than $20,000, the fee to be $2.00 annually, and 
(2) the imposition of a tax of 214 per cent upon all sales of such 
manufacturers, except sales of articles for further manufacture, 
sales for export, sales of articles for which specific rates are pro- 
vided, and sales of articles specifically exempt. The 214 per cent 
tax is also imposed on imports. 


DEFINITIONS OF TERMS 


The term “article” as defined by the bill includes commodi- 
ties of every description, including gases and electricity, and also 
— any commodity used for producing power, heat or 
ight. 

The term “manufacture or produce” includes fabricate, cure, 
tan, dress, dye, bleach, blend, can, mix, spin, weave, refine and 
process or manipulate in any manner, but does not include re- 
pair, nor the cleaning or ginning of cotton nor the cleaning and 
threshing of grain, nor the preparation of food or beverages for 
consumption on the premises where prepared. 

The term “article for further manufacture” means only an 
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article (1) which is to be used in, wrought into, attached to, or 
used as a covering or container for, an article to be manufac- 
tured or produced for sale which will be subject to tax under this 
title, or (2) which is consumed in the process of manufacturing 
or producing such an article; but does not include plant equip- 
ment, machinery, and tools. 


ARTICLES SUBJECT TO SPECIFIC RATES 


The articles for which the bill provides specific rates in- 
clude lubricating oils, 4 cents per gallon; brewer’s wort, liquid 
malt, malt syrup and malt extract containing less than 15 per 
cent of solids by weight, 5 cents a gallon, and if containing more 
than 15 per cent, 35 cents a gallon; grape syrup, grape concen- 
trate, and evaporated grape juice, if containing more than 35 
per cent of sugars by weight, 40 per cent of the 214 per cent tax; 
crude petroleum, fuel oil derived from petroleum, gas oil derived 
from petroleum, and gasoline, imported into the United States, 
1 cent a gallon. 


ARTICLES EXEMPTED 


The articles specifically exempt include (1) farm or garden 
products produced in the United States; (2) fertilizers and such 
grades of articles as are used chiefly for fertilizers, or chiefly as 
ingredients in the manufacture of fertilizers; (3) garden or field 
seeds; (4) bran and shorts and feeds for animals or fowls; (5) 
meat, fish (including shellfish), and poultry, fresh dried, frozen, 
chilled, salted, or in brine; (6) bacon, hams, pig shoulders, and 
pig jowls, not cooked or packed in air-tight containers; (7) 
butter, oleomargarine, and other substitutes for butter; (8) 
cheese; (9) milk and cream, in any form; (10) eggs in the shell; 
(11) bread; (12) flour and meal made of grain, and semolina; 
(13) sugar; (14) tea; (15) coffee; (16) salt; (17) any article 
with respect to which an internal revenue tax is imposed under 
existing law; (18) water not in closed containers; (19) news- 
papers, magazines, and other periodicals; (20) books, pamphlets, 
and music, in raised print, used exclusively by or for the blind; 
(21) textbooks for use in private or public schools or other in- 
stitutions of learning; (22) Bibles and religious articles. 


DEFINITION OF FARM PRODUCTS 


The term “farm products” is defined in the bill to mean ag- 
ricultural (other than forestry) products in the broadest sense, 
not processed (otherwise than by cleaning and ginning or clean- 
ing and threshing) by a person other than the original producer 
thereof, or an association of such producers, organized and op- 
erated on a cooperative basis. 
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SALES CONTRACTS PRIOR TO MARCH 1, 1932 


With reference to contracts for sales entered into before 
March 1, 1982, the bill provides: If a manufacturer or pro- 
ducer required to be licensed under this title has, prior to March 
1, 1982, made a contract with any other person for the sale, on 
or after the effective date of this title, of an article, which sale 
is taxable under this title, and such contract does not permit the 
adding to the amount to be paid thereunder, of the whole of the 
tax imposed by this title, then the vendee shall be liable for so 
much of the tax imposed by this title as is not added to the con- 
tract price, and the vendor shall collect such amount from the 
vendee and account therefor to the United States or in case of 
failure or refusal by the vendee to pay such amount to the vendor, 
the vendor shall report the facts to the Commissioner, who shall 
cause collection for such amount to be made from the vendee. 


CREDITS AND REFUNDS 


The bill provides that a credit against tax under a later re- 
turn, or a refund, may be allowed or made— 

(1) to a licensed manufacturer, in the amount of any tax 
under this title which has been paid with respect to an article 
for further manufacture purchased by him; 

(2) to a manufacturer or producer when he becomes 
licensed, in the amount of any tax paid under this title with re- 
spect to articles for further manufacture on hand when the 
license is granted ; 

(3) to the exporter, in the case of an article sold for expor- 
tation or exported for sale, in the amount of any tax paid under 
this title with respect to the article; and 

(4) to a licensed manufacturer or registered dealer who 
has paid tax under this title with respect to an article, when the 
sale price on which the tax was based is readjusted by reason of 
return or repossession of the article or a covering or container, 
or by a bona fide discount, rebate, or allowance; in the amount 
of that part of the tax proportionate to the part of the sale price 
which is refunded or credited. 


MANUFACTURE UNDER CONTRACT 


The bill provides that “a person who manufactures or pro- 
duces an article for another person (other than a licensed man- 
ufacturer) who furnishes materials and retains title thereto, 
shall be regarded as the manufacturer or producer of the article, 
and the tax shall be imposed upon the payment, or, if there is 
more than one payment, the tax shall be imposed upon each pay- 
ment.” 
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TAX ON IMPORTED ARTICLES SUBJECT TO DRAWBACK 


With reference to the tax on imports subject to the draw- 
back provisions of the Tariff Act of 1930, the bill provides that 
no drawback of such tax (except tax paid upon the importation 
of an article described in subsection (d) 4—petroleum and pe- 
troleum products) shall be allowed under section 313 (a), (b), 
or (f), of the Tariff Act of 1930, or any provision of law allow- 
ing a drawback of customs duties on articles manufactured or 
produced with the use of duty-paid materials. 


MONTHLY RETURNS AND PAYMENTS OF TAX 


It is provided that every licensed manufacturer shall make 
monthly returns under oath and pay the taxes imposed to the 
collector for the district in which is located his principal place 
of business. Such returns are to be made on or before the last 
day of each month for the preceding month. If the tax is not 
paid when due, there is to be added as part of the tax, interest at 
the rate of 1 per cent a month from the time when the tax became 
due until paid. 


TEXT OF BILL GENERALLY AVAILABLE 


Literally hundreds of questions may be asked with refer- 
ence to the application of the provisions of the revenue bill to 
canned foods. While some of these perhaps can not be answered 
until administrative regulations are prepared following the final 
passage of the act, the answers to most questions will be found by 
careful reading of the Manufacturers Excise Tax Sections of the 
revenue bill, complete text of which was published in the March 
8 issue of the United States Daily, the New York Journal of 
Commerce, the New York Times, and other papers. 


ITALIAN PRODUCTION OF CHERRIES IN BRINE IN 1931 


Generally between 35 and 40 rer cent of the total Italian 
cherry crop is exported to foreign e:arkets, the greater part of 
the fruit being shipped in brine. ‘i‘he United States was for- 
merly the most important outlet, followed by Germany, Austria, 
France and Great Britain. However, there was a marked de- 
cline in the shipments to the United States during 1931, as com- 
pared with previous years, according to the American consul at 
Naples, and Canada, which had been an unimportant market 
heretofore, became a leading outlet for the production of 1931. 

The total yield of the Italian cherry crop in 1931 for all of 
a - 82,334,800 pounds as compared with 92,676,000 pounds 
n . 


Statistics of the total exports of cherries from Italy for the 
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year 1931 are not yet available, but during the first ten months 
(January to October, inclusive) the quantity of chérries in brine 
shipped abroad was slightly in excess of the exports for the cor- 
responding period of 1930, but considerably below the shipments 
for that period in 1929. The value of the exports of brined 
cherries in 1931 was less than in 1930 and markedly below that 
for the ten months period in 1929. 


BILL AMENDING FOOD ACT INTRODUCED IN HOUSE 


A companion bill to 8. 3539 has been introduced in the 
House by Representative Jones of Texas. It is designated as 
H. R. 10085. A brief analysis of the Senate bill was given in the 
Information Letter for February 20. It would amend the mis- 
branding section of the Food and Drugs Act as it relates to foods 
that are imitations or are sold under distinctive names. 


INTENDED ACREAGE OF GREEN PEAS FOR CANNING 


Reports to the U. 8. Department of Agriculture from 148 
firms who handled 60 per cent of the total acreage of green peas 
grown for canning in 1931, indicate that these firms intend to 
contract or plant for the 1932 season an acreage 14 per cent be- 
low that planted last year, but only 2 per cent below the acreage 
actually harvested in 1931. 

The 148 reports received were well distributed among all 
important producing areas and they should be fairly representa- 
tive of the approximate change in acreage now intended for the 
country as a whole. Should this 14 per cent reduction be car- 
ried out on the total acreage, the 1932 planted acreage would 
amount to 219,510 acres compared with 254,230 acres planted 
and 222,510 acres harvested in 1931. The average acreage har- 
vested during the five-year period, 1926 to 1930, was 217,100 
acres. 

In 1931 nearly 13 per cent of the total planted acreage was 
abandoned, due largely to unusually hot weather in Wisconsin. 
In 1930, when conditions were more nearly normal, the abandon- 
ment was about 4 per cent of the planted acreage. 

With an abandonment in line with the usual, a 14 per cent 
reduction in the acreage planted in 1931 would probably result 
in a harvested acreage about 5 per cent below that harvested 
in 1931, or 211,400 acres. The five-year average yield per acre 
(1926-1930) on this acreage would mean a production of about 
199,000 tons, or almost identical with the production of 1928 
when 17,948,000 cases of No. 2 cans were packed. 

The following table shows, by states, the planted and har- 
vested acreage in 1930 and 1931, and the intended acreage in 
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1932, expressed both in percentage of the 1931 planted acreage 
and in acres. 


1930 1931 1 
Intended Acreage 
Per Cent 
Planted Harvested Planted Harvested of 1931 
Acres Acres Acres Acres Planted Acres 

Maine , 1,350 1,330 1,520 1,470 99 1,500 
New York .... 35,230 34,440 33,000 31,900 100 33,000 
New Jersey : 800 600 500 *500 
Pennsylvania 2,120 2,010 1,950 1,920 81 1,580 
Ohio ; 5,000 5,410 6,000 5,800 70 4,200 
Indiana 6,270 6,270 6,000 5,050 07 5,820 
Illinois 12,660 12,660 16,000 18,100 {4 15,040 
Michigan ; 11,660 11,060 13,800 10,200 91 12,560 
Wisconsin 132,000 127,000 120,000 98,000 78 93,600 
Minnesota 20,230 17,000 17,200 16,500 AS 15,140 
Delaware 3,850 3,200 2,620 2,620 73 1,910 
Maryland ‘ 15,000 13,000 14,000 13,860 05 13,300 
Montana 3,500 3,500 2,700 2,400 oO 2,430 
Colorado 4,000 3,700 3,830 3.500 *3,450 
Utah ; 13,070 18,070 7,400 7,200 100 7,400 
Washington 2,110 2,100 2,000 2,000 75 1,500 
California 1,050 ono 1,000 1,000 so 890 
Other t 5,100 5,100 4,660 4,500 122 5,690 
Total 275,000 263,900 24,230 222,510 86.8 219,510 


* Reports not representative. 
t Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Tennessee, Virginia and Wyoming. 


The following table shows, by states, the harvested acreage 


in 1928 and 1929: ‘ 
1928 1929 1928 1929 
Harvested Harvested Harvested Harvested 
State Acres Acres State Acres Acres 
Maine : 1,100 1,150 Colorado 8,000 8,400 
New York $2,200 32,800 Utah 10,150 11,670 
New Jersey 350 400 Washington* . 1,040 
Pennsylvania 1,680 1,730 California 1,100 880 
Ohio : 4,020 5,080 Other t 4,850 8,500 
Indiana 5,500 
Illinois 8,740 11,010 Total 205,960 232,920 
Michigan 
scons ,000 ,000 
7,920 12,670 * Included in “Other States” in 
Delaware 2,060 3,040 1928. 
Maryland 10,500 12,400 t Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Tennessee, 
Montana 3,500 3,900 Virginia and Wyoming. 


FINE RESPONSE TO ADVERTISING 


In connection with the newspaper advertising campaign 
now appearing in principal cities throughout the country, the 
Advertising Committee, through its Merchandising Division, has 
mailed to canners, brokers, wholesalers and their salesmen, and 
retail grocery trade and associations, a new merchandising 
manual for the month of March. 

This manual contains four items of interest to all factors: 

1. Information about the progress of the campaign—the 
number of booklets distributed as a result of coupon requests, etc. 


aye 
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2. Names of 17 newspapers which have been added to the 
original list—making 69 cities in all. 

8. Proofs of advertisements which are to appear during 
March. 

4. Proofs of new cuts and dealer advertisements, mats of 
which are available, without charge, to canners, wholesalers and 
retailers. Requests for such material should be addressed to 
C. P. Pelham, Director, Merchandising Division, Canners Ad- 
vertising Committee, 49 West 45th St., New York City. 

The plan of the Advertising Committee is to mail a manual 
for each month of the current campaign. The April manual 
will be sent during the latter part of this month. 

The number of coupons requesting publications of the Na- 
tional Canners Association is indicative of the interest with 
which the advertising is being read. Coupons received from 
the newspaper and magazine advertisements from February 7th 
to date numbered 29,507, of which 14,287 were magazine coupons 
and 15,220 from newspapers. In response to these requests there 
have been distributed 67,182 copies of publications. 

The record day for quantity of coupons was February 29, 
when 2,313 coupons were received at the Association office. 


COMMERCIAL TRUCK CROPS FOR SHIPMENT 


ASPARAGUS.—The production forecast, as of March 1, of 
asparagus grown for shipment and manufacture in the early 
group of States, is 6 per cent larger than the 1981 crop. The 
acreage available for cutting this year is 10 per cent greater than 
that cut in 1931, all States in the group reporting an increase. 
Present indications point to lower yields in California and Geor- 
gia and the same yield as last year in South Carolina. 

BEETS.—The estimated acreage of beets in the second early 
group of States appears to be about the same as in 1931. Cali- 
fornia reports an increase of 4 per cent while Mississippi and 
South Carolina report decreases of 10 and 50 per cent, respec- 
tively. 

CARROTS.—There is an estimated decrease of 21 per cent 
below 1931 in the acreage planted to carrots in the second early 
group of States. California, with about 80 per cent of the acre- 
age in the group, has one-fourth less acreage than in the spring 
of 1931. There is a slight decrease in Mississippi and an in- 
crease of 8 per cent in Louisiana. 


COLD WAVE DAMAGE TO SOUTHERN CROPS 


Damage to southern truck crops by this week’s cold wave, 
as reported to the Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates, in- 
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dicates a loss of about 15 per cent in Florida grapefruit through 
wind damage. The Florida truck crops were badly whipped by 
heavy winds, but are recovering under slowly rising tempera- 
tures. There was frost in scattered localities, but with negligible 
damage. 

In Mississippi and Alabama strawberry shipments will 
practically cease for the next 30 days, and the reduction in final 
yield, dependent upon extent of the injury to plants, will prob- 
ably be between 30 and 40 per cent. In these states the volume 
of green pea shipments will probably be reduced 30 per cent, 
and material shipments are not expected until April. Replant- 
ing of snap beans and cucumbers will be necessary, but most 
of the acreage had not yet been planted. Early corn was cut 
back to the ground. The tomato plants are still in cold frames 
and the extent of the damage is as yet undetermined. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN FEBRUARY 


Preliminary figures on the value of department store sales 
show a decrease from January to February of about the esti- 
mated seasonal amount. The Federal Reserve Board’s index, 
which makes allowance both for number of business days and 
for usual seasonal changes, was 79 in February on the basis of 
the 1923-1925 average as 100, compared with 79 in January and 
81 in December. In comparison with a year ago the value of 
sales for February, according to the preliminary figures, was 16 
per cent smaller, and when allowance is made for the fact that 
there was one more trading day in February this year than last, 
the decrease from last year is about 19 per cent. 


TRUCK CROP SHIPMENTS 


The combined forwardings of 28 fruits and vegetables in- 
creased to about 17,800 cars during the week ended March 5. 

Green pea movement from Imperial Valley of California 
reached 40 cars but was only half as heavy as a year ago. Florida 
shipped 10 cars of peas, and the season began in Mississippi and 
Alabama. Receipts from Mexico increased to 130 cars, or double 
the arrivals of early March last year. California asparagus out- 
put increased to 25 cars, but was still behind last spring’s corre- 
sponding record. 

Snap bean movement from southern Florida decreased only 
slightly to 165 cars, and the output of Texas increased greatly to 
about 60 cars. About 20 carloads of beans arrived from Cuba. 

Strawberry shipments were becoming quite active in the 
Gulf States. Louisiana forwarding increased last week to 85 
cars; Alabama moved 11 and Mississippi 2 cars. First active 
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movement also was reported in Texas. Shipments from Florida 
decreased to about 75 cars. Total output was twice as heavy as 
during the same period last season. 

Florida tomato movement increased to 380 cars, compared 
with 100 a year ago. Arrivals from Cuba and Mexico totaled 
170 carloads during the week. 


CarLot SHIPMENTS 
Total Total 


Feb, 28 Feb. Mar. thissea- lastsea- Total 
Mar.5 21-27 1-7 sonthru sonthru _ last 


Commodity 1982 1932 1931 Mar. 5 Mar.7 season 
Apples, total _... 1,570 1,640 1,568 80,957 90,626 100,704 
Western states ..... 745 910 1,087 89,284 58,810 66,538 
Eastern states 825 730 531 50,6738 40,816 43,256 
Asparagus .... 26 1 78 27 113 3,866 
Beans, snap and lima: 
Domestic 227 195 78 5,483 2,141 9,343 
Imports 21 80 22 147 199 
Beets 20 63 05 O44 536 1,688 
Cabbage 
1982 season .. 394 473 919 5,131 6,506 87,492 
1931 season 146 153 80 37,492 37,803 204 
Carrots: 
1932 season— 
Domestic . 197 211 219 2,041 4,272 11,200 
Imports .. 4 7 0 23 0 0 
1981 season .. 59 61 67 11,200 11,714 12,4387 
Cauliflower oe 516 404 339 7,502 7,600 9,611 
Mixed vegetables : 
Domestic 671 804 760 6,321 6,056 28,482 
Imports Pee 4 4 20 67 186 208 
Pears 40 32 80 19,6138 28,287 28,821 
Peas, green : 
Domestic ...... 57 15 146 517 1,183 7175 
7 Imports = 132 117 65 1,128 1,821 1,844 
eppers : 
mestic ........ 73 91 38 1,170 1,067 2,819 
Imports 14 4 18 75 219 360 
Spinach 462 615 450 5,205 6,191 9,767 
Tomatoes: 
Domestic ons 382 313 101 2,100 1,478 27,846 
Imports 170 149 $20 1,842 3,019 5,083 


JAPANESE CANNED CRAB PRODUCTION 


The Canned Crab Association held a general meeting at the 
end of January and it was decided to produce 300,000 boxes of 
canned crab during this season, according to the American as- 
sistant trade commissioner at Tokyo. The floating canneries 
are to produce 180,350 boxes and the shore canneries 119,650 
boxes. 


AUSTRALIAN CANNED FRUIT SEASON—1931-32 
Although definite figures with reference to the Australian 
1931-82 canned fruit pack have not been obtained, reliable in- 
formation indicates that the apricot and pear pack will be about 
norma! although slightly above last year, according to the Amer- 
ican trade commissioner at Sydney. The canned peach pack, 
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it is estimated, will be about 40 per cent of normal and even be- 
low that of last year, which was also much below the average 
annual production in recent years. Production of canned apri- 
cots, peaches and pears during the past six seasons in dozens of 
30-ounce tins, or equivalent, was as follows: 


Apricots Peaches Pears 

Dozens Dozens Dozens 
1926 271,350 1,517,998 458,000 
1927 848,351 1,242,719 343,560 
1928 497,579 1,065,877 780,230 
1929 474,960 1,325,855 572,148 
1980 554,548 2,227,531 787,791 
19381 183,076 1,367,501 205,733 


The whole of the export quota of the 1930-31 canned pack 
was cleared, so, unlike last year, there will be no carry-over 
stocks into the 1931-32 season. 


BUSINESS INDICATORS 
( Weeks ended Saturday; weekly average 1923-1025=100) 


r 1932 —1030-— 
Mar. Feb. Feb. Mar. Feb, Mar. Mar. 
Composite Index :* 5 27 20 7 28 8 1 
New York Times ‘ OOS 161.5 76.7 TTS O8.1 O44 
Business Week 57.7 150.2 802 M4 95.6 
Freight car loadings 89 680.7 7.5 71.1 O11 O88 
Wholesale prices (Fisher's) : 
All commodities 629 68.7 68.7 70 TS 19 
Agricultural products 6.1 4.2 462 O75 O73 O68 O87 
Non-agricultural products OOS 670 67.0 TTS 8&5 
Bank debits outside N. Y. City 78.1 57.9 G85 115.7 83.4 130.0 100.0 
Bond prices ..... ; 89.0 89.1 88.5 1078 107.6 105.2 105.0 
Stock prices 78.3 74 70.2 1674 1744 232.0 228.7 
Interest rates: 
Call money .. ry 6006 66 364 364 97.0 1061 
Time money 85.7 85.7 496 45.7 1029 1114 
Business failures 161 i 156.55 184.5 150.9 161.9 120.5 120.2 
* Relative to a computed normal taken as 100. 
+ Revised 
Carn LOaDINGs 
Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous L.C, L. Other 
Week ended peteusey 27 535,408 178,128 169,733 187,637 
Previous week 572,606 183,858 188,077 200,671 
Corresponding week, “1981 681,221 249,334 198,569 233,318 
Corresponding week, 1930 800,408 360,331 251,868 287,200 


SMALL INCREASE IN MEAT PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION 


A slight increase in total production and consumption of 
meat in the United States during 1931 as compared with 1930 
when production and consumption were the smallest since 1922, 
is estimated by the U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 

Production of all meats last year was 16,777,000,000 pounds, 
or 1.4 per cent more than in 1930. Consumption of meats is es- 
timated at 16,530,000,000 pounds, or 1 per cent more than in 
1930. Most of the surplus of production over consumption was 
exported. 
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The per capita consumption of meat in the United States 
averages a little more than one-third of a pound a day. Total 
per capita consumption of meats last year was 133.2 pounds, or 
about one-half pound per capita more than in 1930. The smallest 
per capita consumption in this century was registered in 1917, 
at 120.1 pounds. The record year since 1908 was in 1924, when 
per capita consumption reached 149.7 pounds, due to the un- 
usually large hog slaughter of that year. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC FISHERY BILL PASSED 
The House of Representatives on March 7 passed the bill 
H. R. 8084, in support of the convention between the United 
States and Canada for the preservation of the halibut fisheries 
of the Northern Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea, which came into 
force on the exchange of ratifications on May 9, 1932. 


CANNERS’ COOPERATION NEEDED IN COMBATING UNFAIR 
PUBLICITY 

As the result of investigations of numerous alleged food 
poisoning cases reported by press associations and published in 
papers receiving the news service of these associations, the Na- 
tional Canners Association some time ago succeeded in getting 
the press associations to issue instructions that the reliability 
of such reports should be carefully determined before the stories 
were put on the wire. Such instructions, however, do not cover 
the local stories that papers may use, and a large majority of the 
erroneous or misleading stories on food poisoning that now ap- 
pear in newspapers are local stories not carried in press associa- 
tion reports. 

Some weeks ago an eastern newspaper printed an article 
about an alleged case of food poisoning ascribed to the eating of 
canned salmon. The same day this article appeared an investi- 
gation was made through the office of the city chemist, who 
stated that the illness was plainly due to carbon monoxide gas 
from a defective furnace. The newspaper was promptly advised 
of this fact and promised to publish a correction. As in the great 
majority of such corrections, the later item was not given so con- 
spicuous a place as the original story, and in this particular case 
failed to make definite reference to the previously published 
article. 

The prompt investigation of such cases followed by an 
equally prompt demand for correction where foods are involved, 
seems to be the only way in which newspapers can be impressed 
with the importance of careful verification of circumstances be- 
fore they publish stories reflecting upon canned foods. It is not 
so desirable to secure a correction of an erroneous report, as to 


2876 INFORMATION LETTER 


prevent the publication of stories that are both erroneous and 
misleading. 

It is in work of this kind that canners are in position to be 
especially helpful, by initiating themselves the necessary inves- 
tigation through their local health officers, or by calling such 
cases to the attention of the Association. 

The knowledge that reports of alleged food poisoning cases 
will be promptly investigated will do much toward making news- 
papers exercise care in verifying statements before publication. 


BULLETIN ISSUED ON BEAN MARKETING 


Marketing of Michigan beans is the subject of an 85-page 
publication recently issued by the Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tion at East Lansing as Special Bulletin No. 217. It discusses 
elevators and elevator practice in handling beans; bean handling 
costs at elevators; bean jobbers’ service and costs; prices and 
price spreads; transportation and freight rates; marketing out- 
lets for dry beans; cannery outlet for Michigan beans; consumer 
demand for beans. The bulletin concludes with a series of 
recommendations as to marketing methods and practices. 


BULLETIN ISSUED ON CARROT CULTURE 
An 8-page illustrated pamphlet on carrot culture has been 
issued as Circular No. 386 by the Illinois Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station at Urbana. The pamphlet discusses soil conditions, 
fertilizers, weeding, pulling, preparation for market, and storage. 
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